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THE VISITOR
January, 2012

FROM THE PASTOR

Psalm 34:8 : “O taste and see that the Lord is
good: blessed is the person that trusts in him.”

How active were you in our church in 2011?
It’s a solid fact that the most important factor in a
vital and active ministry is people being involved
in its activities. If for some reason everyone
suddenly decided to stop coming to church or to
help with its administration the church would
cease to exist. So as we begin a new year let’s
look at the reasons people are not involved.

First, there are those who are home-bound, in a
nursing care facility, or living too far away from
the community to attend church activities. Many
of you would love to attend church activities but
you simply cannot. "God Bless You" and we
understand that and offer you God’s love and care.
You’re a part of us each week even if you’re not
physically present and we won’t forget you.
Thank you for your prayers, your financial
support, your donations of other things, and your
good wishes for our church family. We know that
in 2012 if your medical condition or other
circumstances changed you will be joining us at
worship and at other activities. But if not, then we
continue to love you and care for you and we
pledge that in 2012 we will reach out and bring
the church to you. Your church pew is were your
at right now.

Others are not active because they are ill,
injured, or are away from the community
traveling, vacationing, or living elsewhere part of
the year. Some people have to work on Sunday
mornings and during other times when we have
church activities. We understand that and realize
that you have not forgotten your church. We know
that you love us and care for us and that you do
what you can when you’re available and able to be
with us. Your support and encouragement is
welcomed and a blessing to us and we appreciate
it. We thank you and pledge our support to you in
2011. If we can help you in any way please let us
know.

Next we get into dangerous territory. But I’ve
never avoided difficult or sensitive subjects. Next,
let’s look at those for whom their place at the
church is empty because they choose to not
participate. Some have done this perhaps because
of something the church or its leadership did or
didn’t do. If that’s the case please help us to
understand what we can to do to make it right.
The church isn’t perfect and sometimes we make
mistakes and were always willing to seek
reconciliation. After all, the gospel of Jesus Christ
calls us to be in a loving relationship with each
other. Others have just gotten out of the church
habit or they simply don’t find our worship and
activities meaningful or rewarding enough to give
them a desire for more. Are there other categories
I have missed? We don’t want to leave anyone
out and every parishioner is equally important to
us as a church and especially to me as your pastor!
Please know that whenever some calls asking for
pastoral care they always get put to the top of my
list.

Finally, we have those members who are there
just about every time we open the doors. They
realize as do many others that if everyone decided
to stay home that the church would no longer
function. Their places are empty only when
something very important comes up for which
they have to be someplace else. But if they could,
they would be there. Your “ministry of presence”
is highly important and appreciated and I thank
you from the bottom of my heart.

We have now entered into 2012. What will be
your involvement in this coming year? If you’re
already actively involved then you know how
much of a blessing the church is to your life. You
have “tasted and seen that the Lord is good”. You
have experienced God and continue to experience
God within our place of worship. So to everybody
I say: “Come to the church in 2011 and
experience the love and power of God that is
available to you within the ministry of all
believers called the church”. Make the decision
this year to develop a taste for the “Good (God)
things in life”.

May A Powerful Holy Spirit Revival Come To
Our Church In 2012

God Bless Us All
Pastor Kent L. Svendsen
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THANK YOU FROM THE PASTOR AND
FAMILY

Paula and I would like to thank all of our
church members and friends of the church for
their support, friendship, and generosity. We
feel blessed and privileged in serving here. We
are looking forward to serving as the pastoral
couple of the church cooperative in the future.

I want to offer a big thank you to all those
who have agreed to be a part of our church
leadership in the upcoming year. And a big
“Thank You” for all those who have served this
last year and have now rotated off of a
committee. You service was appreciated and we
hope you will be willing to serve again
sometime in the future. I was once asked this
question: “How is it decided who works in a
group or committee?” The answer is simple: If
you’re a member and have an interest in a
particular group or committee simply attend one
of their meetings so you can find out more about
the work they do. We are always looking for
people to serve on committees and welcome
your interest. With Administrative Council
approval we can add new members to groups
and committees at any time. The work of
nominations and personnel is a continuing
process which takes place throughout the year.

I also want to thank all those people who do
the little jobs around the church that often go
unnoticed. I was about to begin mentioning all
the different work areas and various tasks but
stopped because there are so many that I didn't
want to leave anyone out. Thank you.

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE
JANUARY 21st at 6:00pm

Location: Millbrook United Methodist Church
By Pastor Kent

In 2012 I will be starting a once a month
Saturday night service to see what kind of a
participation we have. The services will be the
third Saturday of ever month and rotate between
the Plano and Millbrook churches. We held our
first service in December at the Plano church
and had four people in attendance. If attendance
picks up and the service catches on we will be
adding more services in the future.

The service which I have created is a
contemporary service so if you’re expecting a
carbon copy of the Sunday services it is not. We
will be using video praise and worship DVDs
and have a number of other features which are
not part of our regular worship setting. This
includes the use of videos in the service and a
time of prayer for healing and the laying on of
hands. Some of the themes will also be different
from what people are used to in the normal
worship routine. We will be experimenting with
a variety of different worship practices and
experiences. The idea being that we want to
attract younger families and also attract new
parishioners who are looking for a non-
traditional worship type setting.

Other upcoming dates will be February 18th

at Plano, March 17th at Millbrook, April 21st at
Plano, and May 19th at Plano. As we get into the
summer months we will be looking at
developing an outdoor service for the summer
months.

Merry Christmas to all!

Some exciting things have been happening and I
wanted to share them with you.

Grace Meals
Beginning on Tuesday, January 3, 2012, Good
Shepherd United Methodist Church in
downtown Oswego will be offering a free lunch
to those is need, who come to the church
between noon and 2:00 p.m. We will be serving
every Tuesday, September through May. If the
need for meals continues through the summer
and if we have adequate resources and
volunteers we may continue in the summer, too.
A printable flyer is available on the Kendall
Cares website - www.kendallcares.org
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This is in response to the last Kendall Cares
breakfast and to the needs of the Kendall County
Food Pantry; where the need for free meals was
identified. Good Shepherd, United Methodist
Church in Oswego is responding! We hope we
are a mustard seed for this idea and that others
will follow to offer a free hot meal to our
neighbors, our brothers and sisters in Christ, in
need. It would be amazing if everyone in
Kendall County who is in need, has at least one
meal a day. If you would like to volunteer or if
you know of possible monetary or food
donations, please direct them to the Church of
the Good Shepherd office at 630-554-3260 or
email them at ogschurch@sbcglobal.net.

Kendall Cares Clinic
Plans are underway for the next Kendall Cares
Clinic on Saturday, April 28, 2012. We hope
you will prayerfully consider how you would
like to get involved either through physically
volunteering or donating product or services for
use on clinic day or in the form of financial
support. We were notified that through an
appeal distributed by the area Chambers of
Commerce, a $1,000 check was received from
Walmart. Our hope is we will be able to assist
more people with follow-up care for identified
issues, i.e., a visit with a dentist, physician, or
prescription assistance. If you or your employer
is able to contribute to the efforts of the clinic,
please have them direct their donation to Cross
Lutheran Church, 7480 Rt 47, Yorkville, IL
60560. Online donations can also be made
through Cross' website - www.hiscross.org

We will be meeting at Plano High School in the
library on Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m.
Please feel free to join us if you would like to
help with the planning, etc. Enter Plano High
School on the west side at door number 2, near
the auditorium.

PADS
PADS is underway with an average of 4-6
guests per evening. There are still some time
slots available, so please contact Anne
Englehardt at anneengelhardt@sbcglobal.net if
you can commit to volunteer 3 hours a month
serving those in need here in Kendall County.

Foreclosure Information
Tony Hughes worked with Attorney Steve
Krentz and Sheriff Richard Randall and has
posted on the Kendall Cares website some
helpful information and links for assistance for
those dealing with foreclosures. The
information is available in English and Spanish.

Spanish Translating Assistance
If you or someone you know would be willing
to work with Tony Hughes on translating the
Kendall Care website to Spanish, please have
them contact Tony at anthony.hughes@att.net
We would like to be able to offer the
information on the website in English and
Spanish.

Kendall Cares Breakfast
The next Kendall Cares Breakfast will be on
Saturday, March 17, 2012 at the Loving Arms
Childcare Center, 7481 Mill Road in Oswego
from 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Please mark your calendars with the important
dates mentioned in this email and feel free to
invite others in your circle of influence that
might like more information about Kendall
Cares or would like to get involved. It is truly
amazing to me to see what impact in our
communities this small group of people has had
and continues to have.

May God bless each of you this Christmas and
in the New Year!

Blessings!
Brenda

'If you think you’re too small to make a
difference, try sleeping in a closed room
with a mosquito.' African proverb
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1-Steve & Mary Kapernekas
29-Jeff & Kim Wiesbrook

NURTURING & OUTREACH
COMMITTEE CARING CORNER

Joys & Concerns for 2012

Joys
Arlene co-directing the Christmas play again

The Children in the play
Evan, Elissa & Kyra for filling in at the last

minute
Jean McBride & Tracy James for making

beautiful music
The Sunday School teachers

Linda Oleson
Everyone who works so hard to keep our

church going
Family & friends

Smiling faces
Pastor Kent & Paula

Yvonne

Concerns
Youth Ministry

Families that are struggling
PADS friends
Our soldiers

People who are hurting physically and
emotionally

Individuals who do not know Jesus

If you have any leftover
rolls of Christmas

wrapping paper (without
Santa) that you would like

to donate, the church
would love to store them

for next year’s shoeboxes.
Drop off in the church

office. Thank you!!!

Kumla Fundraiser Dinner
All proceeds go to

Helmar Lutheran Church
Food Pantry

Saturday, January 21st
4:00-7:30pm

Carry-outs available
Location: 11935 Lisbon Road,

Rural Newark
Freewill Offering-

Suggested donation $9.00 adults &
$4.00 for children

JOHN WESLEY COVENANT SERVICE
TO BE HELD JANUARY 8th

Each year John Wesley held a covenant
service at the beginning of the year to give the
people an opportunity to renew and reaffirm
their commitment to Jesus Christ. The covenant
service reminds us of the membership vows we
took in which we offered up to God our time,
talents, and resources for the advancement of
God’s kingdom and the important work of the
church. The theme for this year’s Covenant
Service is “Starting out the New Year Right”.



6

NEW STUDY PROGRAM TO START IN
JANUARY

The Alpha Course
Alpha is a ten-week course about the basics

of the Christian faith. It enables people to
explore the validity and relevance of
Christianity in an informal, friendly
environment that allows for plenty of
discussion. There is also a weekend retreat
centered on the person and work of the Holy
Spirit. Interested adults are given the
opportunity to explore authentic Christianity and
ask honest questions about life, faith, and God.
Sessions address these questions:

Christianity: Boring, Untrue, and Irrelevant?
Who Is Jesus? Why Did Jesus Die? How Can
I Be Sure Of My Faith? Why and How Should I
Read the Bible? Why and How Do I Pray?
Who is the Holy Spirit? What Does the Holy
Spirit Do? How Can I Be Filled with the Spirit?
How Can I Resist Evil? How Does God Guide
Us? Why and How Should We Tell Others?
Does God Heal Today? What about the
Church? How Can I Make the Most of the Rest
of My Life?

The study will be offered on two different days
during the week. Tuesday’s and Thursday’s
beginning January 3rd & Jan 5th. The Tuesday
program will be held at the Plano United
Methodist Church and begin at 7:00 PM. The
Thursday program will be held at the
Millbrook United Methodist Church and
begins at 7:00 PM

For more information or to sign up for the
classes e-mail the Plano church
office@umcplano.org or call at 630 552 3700.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Hello -

Talking about tree overload…Hat and Mitten
Trees were loaded with 335 gloves, hats,
mittens, and scarves to share with our friends
and neighbors at Kendall County Food Pantry.
The weather is getting much colder and they
will keep other warm during the winter months.
Thank you to everyone who donated these
items.

The children’s Christmas program was on
Sunday, December 11, during the 10:30 a.m.
worship service. The program was titled “My
Favorite Christmas Story” and directed by Gerri
Henze and Arlene Gould. The kids were
outstanding as they performed and sang about
the true meaning of Christmas. Many thanks to
Pastor Kent for his participation in the program
and to all the Sunday School staff for their
assistance and helping move everyone into the
Christmas spirit.

There will NOT be any Sunday School classes
on December 25 or January 1. Classes will
resume on Sunday, January 8 with craft Sunday.
All kids meet in the music room at 9 a.m.
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I regret to say that our preschool teacher, Keely
Morris, will not be teaching preschool as of
January 1, 2012. She has done an outstanding
job teaching the basics and laying the faith
foundation with our preschoolers over the past 7
years.

As much as I regret losing Keely, I gladly
welcome Julie Jeffries and Kim Kollmann as
they will co-teacher the preschool class. Julie
will be teaching through the first or second week
of February and then Kim will take over for the
rest of February and March. They will then
rotate Sundays from April on. Welcome and I
look forward to working with both of you.

Another welcome addition to our Sunday
School staff is Mary Kapernekas, who
graciously volunteered to help Pat Morris with
the Pre-K and Kindergarten class. Thank you,
Mary.

We will begin our Heifer Project in January.
The kids will have “special” containers to
collect coins and dollars from you. Our goal
will be high as we strive to help others by
donating animals and other means of helping
families earn a small income and provide for
their family.

Linda Oleson

Sunday School Superintendent



8


