THE VISITOR

december, 2009/january, 2010

| know. You're probably still
trying to find new recipes for
Thanksgiving turkey leftovers. Or if
you're even further behind like me,
you still have a bowl of Halloween
candy sitting somewhere within too
easy reach. But isn't it wonderful to know God
doesn't follow our calendar or get delayed by our
slowness? Advent is here! A season of anticipation
and hope, the most amazing gift of all: God's own
self coming into and literally onto our world!

Advent does not require you to shop. No
decorations are even needed. It doesn't matter what
foods you prepared or songs you sing. Advent is a
state of heart.

The frenzy around us will give us a different
message. We must jingle! We must shop til we drop,
and spend more than we can afford! We must feast
and frolic! We must... we should...

If we live the lives we claim as disciples of
Jesus, we are not the same as the world outside at
this season. I'm not calling you to Ebeneezer
Scrooge your way into January! But instead of
frenzy, center and focus, live radical hospitality,
radical generosity of spirit, radical strength and
courage to honestly express the deep hope that IS
Christmas. That's the Truth of the season.

And to the extent you can, take such radical
discipleship one step further. Consider giving to
God's work through UMC Plano a tenth of what you
will give wrapped in paper and bows. If not a tenth,
what you are able, so that through our ministries,
others may come to know the Truth of this season.
Merry Christmas, blessed 2010.

Pastor Christina

.I.

Schedule for
the Holiday
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Sundays, thru December 27, 2009
Worship at 10:30am, Sunday school for all ages at
9am, Holy Communion celebrated with an ‘open
table’, all welcome!

Sunday. December 6. 2009
7pm - Community Christmas Concert at Plano UMC
Saturday, December 12, 2009
8:30-11:30am
Cookie & Candy Walk
White Elephant Sale
Sunday. December 13. 2009
10:30am Worship — Our children will lead worship
with their annual Christmas Program
“Christmas Traditions”.

Sunday, December 20, 2009
Worship at 10:30am.

Traditional Service of Lessons & Carols.
Monday. December 21, 2009
7pm — Blue Christmas
Thurssday, December 24, 2009

8pm and 11pm
Christmas Eve candlelight worship with Holy
Communion and special music.

Sunday. December 27, 2009
Special worship to prepare us for the challenges,
opportunities, promises, obstacles, joys, transitions
and blessings of 20 10.

¥ Blue Christmas 7pm
Monday, December 21, 2009

The 3" Annual Blue Christmas Worship
Service is a quiet, reflective candlelight
meditative service for those who are looking
for healing, hope, and peace. Holy Communion
(‘open table’), candlelighting and anointing will
be offered.

Church Conference will be Wednesday,
December 9" at 7pm with the staff parish
committee meeting at 6pm.

P A A 0 SRR 00 02




Congratulations to Bonnie Harris on the arrival
of her new great-granddaughter Lillian Pearl
Huhn on November 1, 2009. Lillian weighed
71bs. 140z. and was 20" long.
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BUTTERBURGERS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Plano United Methodist Church

Culver’s of Yorkville Fundraiser
(On Rte. 47 near Menard’s — 630/882-6179)

Monday, December 21, 2009
Monday, January 18, 2010
10:30am — 10:00pm
10% of all sales go towards
restoration of our church.

BRING THIS FLYER!

Any food item that you or your party purchases
will be greatly appreciated!!

FAMILY NAME:

AMOUNT RECEIVED:

Thanks for your support!

Birthdag
Wishes to: ¥

DECEMBER

2-Katie Konop, Brianne Bedford
3-Jim Frantzen, Jaime Wade
4-Cynthia Lambert

7-William Steen

8-Ashlee Smith, Don Franz

9-Jeff Rainbolt

10-Katie Baker

11-Eddie Cann, Ralph Gearson
12-Courtney Mikkelson

13-Roxanne Cann

14-Jack Olivier

15-Fran Corbin, Janet Reiter, Julie Sleezer
16-Linda Bargemann

17-Neil Maupin, Kiley Brown

19-Eric Oleson, Kenli Relynn Dembry

21-Mélissa Tate
22-Brianne Flowers

26-Stanley Bracken

27-Brandon Evans

28-Emilie Benson, William Littlefair,
Stacy Rehberg

30-Natalie Kollmann, Christina Maddalone

JANUARY

1-Steve & Mary Kapernakas
4-Amanda Sanderson

5-Lucille Gardner

7-Tyler Stoeger

9-Danielle Hampton

11-Maxine Coffman

13-Jennifer (Littlefair) Shaffer, Ray Niles
14-Sherry Cantrell

15-Britni Ann Stark, Ava Hendershott
16-Michelle Staton

17-Russ Baker, Kathy Sleezer

18-Jerry Moutray, Julie Jiles

20-Leah Fox, Jim Shores

22-Amanda Brooks

23-Kathryn Schumpert, Lori Woosley
24-Alice Cantrell, Richard Titzel, Jr.
26-Jeff Newkirk, Denel Whitmer
27-Ralph Ervin

28-Kristen Hawkins

29-Richard Atkinson, Wendy Hartzfeld,
Jack Henze, Dave Konop

30-Jim Davis, Kathy Martinez, Wesley Morris
31-Jennifer Stamper

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary? It is
not intentional. Please call the office and leave a
message about your birth date or anniversary date
and we will get our list updated.

- The Membership Committee




DECEMBER ALTAR FLOWERS

December 6

December 13 Bonnie Harris

December 20 In loving memory of Gerald A.

Schumpert from his family.

December 27 -

Celebrating
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DECEMBER
19-Bethany & Gary Higgins
20-Wedey & Diane Morris

22-Matt & Jill Kuebrich
29-Chuck & EdnalLaury
30-Bob & Marilyn Johns

JANUARY
29-Jeff & Kim Wiesbrook
30-Gene & Jan Meier

The newsletter deadline for the February 2010
newsletter will be Monday, January 18". If you
have an article that you would like included,
please have it in the church office by this date.
Thank you!

Also, we are in need of individuals that would
like to help in newsletter assembly once per
month. Date and time will belisted in the
church bulletin.

Children's
Christmas Program
December I3
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Prayer for the family & friends of David Ohaver
(Judy Calvert’s stepfather). David passed away
November 1, 20009.

EVANGELISM, CARING

<
December 9t — 5pm-5:45pm All children

December 12th — 11am-11:45am All children

Scripts have been given out please help
your children learn their lines.

Food pantry itemsfor the months of December/
January are
December - Baking Supplies
(flour, sugar, vanillaextract, vegetable ail,
baking soda, chocolate chip cookies,
cakemixes froging, Jorinkles, €c....)
January — Personal Hygieneltems
(Razors, shaving cream, body lation,
chapdtick, toothpagte, toothbrushes,
femininehygieneitems, deodorart, etc. ..)

If anyonewould like a donation receipt from the
Kendd! County Food Pantry for donated itemshere a
church please contact the church office a (630)552-
3700.




Communit
Christmas Concert
UMC Plano will be hosting this years
Community Christmas Concert on Sunday,
December 6™, 2009 at 7:00pm.

Cookie & Candy Walk
White Elephant Sale

The 14th Annual Holiday Cookie & Candy Walk with
a White Elephant Sale will be held in the church
dining room on December 12, 2009 from 8:30am -
11:30 am. Cookies & Candy will sell for $6.00 a
pound. If you can donate to this please bring your
goodies to the church on Fri. Dec 11 from 9am -
1pm or after 8pm. For the white elephant sale you
can start bring your gently used/new items in on
Sunday, December 6 and during the week from

9am -1pm.
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Our daughter Tammy made aCD called

"Christmas from the Heart" and they sdll for

$17.00. If you would like to buy a copy please
call Arlene Gould at 630-327-8462.

Norris and Arlene Gould
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Severa years ago our church
library went through a major
change. With agenerous
donation from Maxine
Coffman, rolling bookcases
were made and our church library was born on
the stage.

Now we are about to realize are-birth of
our library. A variety of fresh and exciting
books have recently been added. Many of these
will be on display in the coming weeks and all
are available for checkout. Not sure where to
start??? Each month I'll feature one or two
books in our newsletter. Make the most of your
church library experience and "check it out!"
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First featured library book:
The Christmas Scrapbook by Philip Gulley

This book isaquick read at under 100
pages. It's about a pastor of achurch who signs
up for a scrapbooking class with the intent to
give hiswife amemorable Christmas gift. What
unfoldsin the story isjust a hoot as he suffers
one mishap after another. The suspicions of his
wife only add to the humor. This book will
keep you laughing from beginning to end.
-Cindy Akre

You'reinvited to join our Christian
fiction book discussion beginning Thursday
evening, January 28, 2010. Each month we will
read awork of fiction by some of the top
Christian authors. Y ou will find these books
breathtakingly challenging and refreshing.

January's book is entitled, "Redeeming Love"
by Francine Riversand is, "A powerful retelling
of the book of Hosea, (it) is alife-changing
story of God's unconditional, redemptive, all-
consuming love." Set in Cdifornias gold
country in the 1850s, it is captivating from the
start.

Y ou can find this book through the
community library or interlibrary loan, but
contact meif you have trouble. We'll meet
January 28 in the Bob Cook room at 7 pm.
Light refreshments will be provided.

-Cindy Akre




The turkey supper committee met on
Wednesday, November 18 to critique the
supper. There were afew concerns voiced, but
overal most everyone felt it went well.

Five key turkey supper leaders have said it has
become too much strain on our maturing bodies
and are retiring. There were severa questions as
to whether we will have a turkey supper next
year. It all dependsif there are enough people
willing to be trained to run the kitchen, order the
food and get it to the church, and make gravy
for 500-600 people. It was also thrown out in
the discussion to have another type of dinner
that isn't quite so labor intensive. A spaghetti,
meat |oaf, or roast beef dinner was suggested.
Please et Arlene or Diane know your thoughts.
Decisions need to be made by spri ng. Again,_

Thank you, Thank you,

Thank you, to everyone who
had anything to do with the
Turkey supper. It could not be
a success without each and '
every one of you. Approximately $4,000. OO
profit was made this year, down alittle from last
year.
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BeginnersLevel Yoga Class
Tuesdays (resuming on January 12"
6pm-6:45pm
No Charge!

Christmas Caroling
Merry Christmas everybody! It istimeagain for
sharing the Y uletide donation to God. A
donation of $25.00 or more as your heart desires
will be greatly appreciated. The UMC members
of Plano will carol you with Christmas songs
and enjoy fellowship with warm chocol ate,
coffee, tea and goodies. Whether youwould
like to donate, have carols sung outside of your
home, or if you would like the carolersto come
inside and sing, it isup to you. We will
accommodate everyone's wishes.

1st Sunday, December 6, 2009 at the home
of GloriaAguilar Rabin at 3:00 p.m.

804 Dillow Court

Plano, IL 60545

2nd Sunday, December 13, 2009 at the home
of Linda Oleson at 3:00 p.m.

1008 N Lew St

Plano, IL 60545

3rd Sunday, December 20, 2009 at the home
of LenoraMaddalone at 3:00 p.m.

1028 Vermillion Street

Plano, IL 60545

4th Sunday, December 27, 2009 is availableto
everybody.

Celebrate by thanking God for al the blessings
bestowed unto you.

Now isthe time to praise God by singing
Christmas carols and help our church by making
adonation.

Come what may, Bad Economy or Good

Christmasin July 2010 at Rev. Christina
L.Vosteen's home.

Shalom, Gloria Aguilar Rabin




